Chapter Three
THE RACIAL POLICY AND EDUCATION
THE measures for the ' defence of the race * in the schools
can be considered as the most revolutionary in character
among those taken during and before Fascism. It was
the first time in the history of education in united Italy that
people with Italian citizenship were deprived of all possibilities
of receiving the education provided by the State and of exercising
their vocation as teachers. The only discrimination before 1938
was that necessitated by the religious instruction in the schools.
Private schools with a definite religious character used to exclude,
of course, those children whose families wanted to have them
brought up in another religion; but very frequently Jewish
children did attend ecclesiastical schools. Some Jewish com-
munities had educational institutions of their own, especially
pre-elementary and elementary schools, which had the same
rights as any other private school. By far the larger majority of
Jewish parents used to send their children to the public schools
of all grades; neither teachers nor schoolfellows paid any atten-
tion to the difference between Jew and non-Jew; very often the
students did not even know that there were Jews among them;
and where they did know, only religion was taken as marking
the difference. The special gifts of intelligence distinguishing
many young Jews naturally made them prominent in the classes;
but hardly ever was there any feeling of envy on the part of other
students.
The number of Jewish teachers was remarkably large in the
universities, especially in the Faculties of Law and Medicine,
and in the sections of Mathematics and Physics of the Faculty of
Sciences. Vociferations of an anti-semitic character might have
been heard among university people long before the racial cam-
paign had started; but they were almost invariably the product
of professional envy; the admiration for the achievements of
many prominent scientists with a Jewish name was extended by
many people to the Jews as a whole. The only fact which can
be ascribed to an incipient anti-semitism in the world of culture,
affecting university people directly, was the exclusion from the
newly founded Accademia <T Italia of all Jewish men of science,
which could hardly be accidental; and this was made the more
apparent by the appointment of the famous mathematician
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